Sitka spruce, large woody debris, stand structure.
In southeast Alaska, new stands of Sitka spruce {Picea sitchensis (Bong.) Carr.) and western hemlock (Tsuga heterophylla (Raf.) Sarg.) develop in clearly defined stages (Alaback 1982, Deal and others 1991) . After disturbances such as extensive windthrow or clearcut logging, natural regeneration is rapidly established. Both species are prolific seed producers (Harris 1967 (Harris , 1969 , and conifer regeneration is often overabundant after logging (Harris 1967, Harris and Farr 1974) . The forest canopy closes when stands are 20 to 30 years old. These dense young-growth stands then enter an intense and long-lasting (50 to 100 or more years) stem-exclusion stage (Oliver and Larson 1990) that shades out virtually all understory vegetation (Alaback 1982 (Oliver and Larson 1990) , with the least diverse understories occurring in stands between 40 and 150 years of age (Alaback 1982 
